




1
Your recyclables 
are picked 
up curbside2

They are brought to a recycling center and 
sorted and the aluminum is crushed into 
large bales to be sent to a smelter

3
Upon arrival at the smelter, the 
bales are chopped up, fed into a 
furnace, and melted

4
The molten aluminum 
is molded into large 
blocks called ingots

5
The ingots are pressed through 
rollers to form sheets which are 
coiled into huge rolls 6

The rolls are sent to 
manufacturers where they are 
shaped into cans, labeled, and 
filled with beverages

Place the 

number of the 

correct description 

with its matching 

picture

Test your knowledge of the recycling Process!

SORT it  OUT aluminum



16
Your recyclables are 
picked up curbside

2
Recyclables are 
brought to a recycling 
center and sorted

3
The glass containers are 
crushed into small pieces 
known as cullet

4
The cullet is heated and melted 
and the molten glass is formed 
into individual pieces called gobs 5

Glowing bottles emerge after 
the gobs have been molded to 
create a bottle

After the new bottles are cooled, they are 
packaged and sent to bottling companies 
where they are filled

Place the 

number of the 

correct description 

with its matching 

picture

Test your knowledge of the recycling Process!

SORT it  OUT glass
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6
Your recyclables 
are picked 
up curbside

They are brought to a recycling 
center and a magnet sorts the steel 
cans from the aluminum cans

The steel cans, often referred to as “tin,” 
have a very thin coat of tin that is removed 
before melting the steel cans*

A large, glowing hot steel 
ingot emerges after being 
cast from melted steel cans

The ingot is pressed into 
a flat sheet and then 
coiled into huge rolls

The rolls are sent to manufacturers where 
they are shaped into cans, labeled, and 
filled with food or beverages

 The tin coating removed from the steel cans is refined, heated, and cast into ingots, pressed flat,  and then coiled into rolls. The tin is then used to coat newly recycled steel cans.*

Test your knowledge of the recycling Process!

SORT it  OUT steel

Place the 

number of the 

correct description 

with its matching 

picture



Test your knowledge of the recycling Process!

SORT it  OUT Paper
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3 4

5

6
Your recyclables 
are picked 
up curbside

Paper is brought to a 
recycling center and 
sorted by type  

Paper is ground up and mixed 
with water to make a gooey 
mixture called slurry

The mixture is pressed 
through rollers, leaving the 
water behind

After the newly formed paper is 
heated and dried, it is coiled into 
huge rolls

The rolls are sent to 
companies to form the 
paper to into their products

Place the 

number of the 

correct description 

with its matching 

picture



12

3

4

56

Your recyclables 
are picked 
up curbside

They are brought to a recycling 
center where plastic is sorted 
and baled by color and type

The bales are sent to a facility where the 
plastic is shredded into small pieces and 
cleaned, leaving only pure PET plastic 
flakes

The flakes are fed into a machine 
called a spinneret where they are 
melted and spun into fibrous 
polyester strands 

Polyester strands are 
woven into fibrous 
material or sheets of fabric

The fibers are crimped, cut, and 
sent to manufacturers to make 
things such as carpet and 
clothing

Test your knowledge of the recycling Process!

SORT it  OUT plastic 1
 PET

Place the 

number of the 

correct description 

with its matching 

picture



Test your knowledge of the recycling Process!

SORT it  OUT plastic
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6
Your recyclables 
are picked 
up curbside

They are brought to a recycling 
center where plastic is sorted 
and baled by color and type

The bales are sent to a facility where the 
plastic is shredded into small pieces and 
cleaned, leaving only pure HDPE plastic flakes

HDPE plastic flakes are melted and mixed 
with stabilizers to prevent sun damage to 
the finished product; sometimes wood 
waste is added for texture

The hot and soft mixture 
is pressed to form a 
continuous board

The boards are cooled,  cut, 
packaged,  and shipped to 
distributors for building decks, 
retaining walls, and furniture

2
HDPE
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Place the 

number of the 

correct description 

with its matching 

picture


